Joint Maritime Information Center

to JMIC Advisory Note:
01 March — 23 April 2026

Regional Tension - Impact on Maritime Security

Area of Concern:
Middle East Maritime Region

Regional Threat Level:

1. Operational Summary — Last 48 Hours
Arabian Gulf & Strait of Hormuz

Strait of Hormuz traffic north of the Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS) remains reduced. Iran’s
declared closure of the SOH is emphasized by IRGCN (Sepah Navy) intercept of three container
ships and subsequent detention of two of them on 22 Apr. The third vessel was able to successfully
depart the area. Vessels have been observed sailing via Omani territorial waters. Vessels transiting
the area have also reported hailing from IRGC representatives.

Anchorages show no significant change in congestion. Reports of mines in and near the TSS persist,
and GNSS interference remains sporadic but reduced from the level of activity recorded in March.

Gulf of Oman & Arabian Sea

Merchant vessels continue to report a strong naval presence and firm VHF hailing when
approaching the Strait of Hormuz. Blockade-enforcement activity remains evident in the wider
approaches, and mariners are advised to maintain prudent standoff distance from all naval units.

Southern Red Sea, Bab el Mandeb & Gulf of Aden

A Somali-flagged fishing vessel was hijacked by eleven armed individuals near Xaafuun, and a
separate armed boarding of an oil-products tanker occurred in the same area shortly afterward.
Together, these events indicate a credible piracy threat consistent with Pirate Action Group activity.
Vessels in the vicinity are advised to maintain heightened vigilance and review BMP-MS guidance.
Commercial traffic remains steady, and recent Houthi messaging continues without associated
operational indicators. There is a report of another attempted boarding 83nm from Eyl, Somalia,
indicating possible pirate activity in the Somali Basin.

Northern Red Sea & Suez Canal (No change)

No confirmed attacks or disruptions. Suez Canal transits continue normally. Electronic interference
remains sporadic.

Eastern Mediterranean

No maritime attacks have been reported. Periodic electronic and navigational interference continues
near Cyprus and the Levant. Naval presence remains elevated, and vessels are advised to maintain
prudent separation from military units.




2. Regional Threat Overview (No change)

Overall Maritime Risk Level: . CRITICAL

JMIC Threat Scale: . Low | O Moderate | . Substantial | . Severe | . Critical

Region Threat Level Notes

Navigation interference, blockade enforcement,

Sﬁr?tblz;.l}{c:g /z (GIIUNIOENE | mine reports, residual kinetic risk. Risk of attack
att ot Hormu or miscalculation in the Strait of Hormuz.

Gulf oi: Oman / CRITICAL Hlstqucal.prOJectlle/UAV strikes; naval presence
Arabian Sea remains high.

Bab el-Mandeb /
Gulf of Aden / MODERATE
Southern Red Sea

No confirmed maritime attacks; stable posture;
Houthi rhetoric persists.

Northern Red Sea / MODERATE No attacks or disruptions; Suez Canal operating
Suez Canal normally.
E.astern MODERATE EMI/GNSS disruptions; elevated naval presence;
Mediterranean no maritime attacks.

3. Maritime Incidents & Traffic Assessment

3A. Confirmed Vessel Incidents (Since 1 March)

A total of 37 maritime incidents involving commercial vessels and offshore infrastructure have
been reported across the Arabian Gulf, Strait of Hormuz, and Gulf of Oman.

Within the last 48 hours, three additional incidents were recorded:

» 22 April — A container vessel reported being fired upon by small craft approximately 6 NM off
the Iranian coast in the SOH while transiting outbound. The vessel sustained damage and was
subsequently detained by Iranian forces, reportedly due to alleged transit-related issues. Crew were
reported safe.

» 22 April — A container vessel reported being fired upon by small craft approximately 15 NM off
the coast of Oman while transiting outbound in the SOH. The vessel reported damage to the bridge
structure before it was subsequently detained. All crew were reported safe, and no fire or pollution
was observed.

» 22 April — A container vessel reported being fired upon by small craft approximately 8 NM off
the coast of Iran while transiting outbound. The vessel continued transit. Crew reported safe and the
vessel sustained no significant damage.




3B. Infrastructure Incidents (Last 48 Hours) (No change)

No attacks on ports or maritime infrastructure reported. Overall risk remains SUBSTANTIAL,
driven by the potential for renewed kinetic activity and ongoing uncertainty around Iranian coastal
waters and blockade-related enforcement.

3C. Traffic Trends
e Strait of Hormuz:
o Historical average: ~138 vessels/day
o 21 April: 4 transits
o 22 April: 8 transits
e Bab el-Mandeb:

o 85 vessel transits in past 48 hours

o Still below pre-2023 baseline
* Metrics are a compilation of data from S&P Maritime and SeaVision sources.

3D. Port & Anchorage Congestion

High vessel density persists across major Arabian Gulf anchorages, with no significant change in
congestion levels over the last 48 hours. Traffic patterns remain largely unchanged as operators
continue to delay Strait of Hormuz transits in response to observed activity.

Vessels operating in crowded anchorages should maintain heightened situational awareness and
monitor for any navigational degradation to reduce collision risk. Periodic repositioning within
anchorages remains advisable to avoid predictability and reduce exposure to potential targeting.

3E. GNSS / AIS Interference (No change)

GNSS interference remains sporadic and localized across the Strait of Hormuz approaches, the Gulf
of Oman, the Arabian Gulf, the central Red Sea, and the Suez Canal approaches. AIS reliability in
the Arabian Gulf has shown improvement since 15 March.

4. Outlook (2448 Hours)

Arabian Gulf / Strait of Hormuz

The operating environment remains high risk. Security pressure around the SOH is expected to
persist, with aggressive hailing and assertive action by Iranian units. The ceasefire remains fragile,
and blockade-related enforcement activity continues. Rapid, short-notice actions near Iranian
coastal waters, anchorages, and predictable routing points remain possible. The TSS and adjacent
waters may have associated mine risk based upon various reports.

Gulf of Oman / Arabian Sea

Conditions remain elevated but stable in the area. A high level of naval activity is anticipated, with
a higher likelihood of verification hails and routing queries for vessels approaching the Strait.
Operators may encounter suspicious approaches and electronic interference near coastal transit
lanes. There are continued indications of a credible piracy threat in the region, and mariners are
encouraged to report activity consistent with Pirate Action Group behaviour to UKMTO and
MSCIO.




Southern Red Sea / Bab el Mandeb / Gulf of Aden (No change)

Houthi messaging continues without associated operational indicators. The potential for renewed
disruption persists should regional tensions escalate. GNSS interference remains a residual hazard,
with effects from the central Red Sea periodically extending into the southern sector.

Northern Red Sea / Suez (No change)

The environment remains stable with no indicators of maritime escalation. Periodic EMI and GNSS
disruptions are likely to continue.

Eastern Mediterranean

While there is no major change in the Eastern Mediterranean, periodic electronic and navigational
interference may be encountered near Cyprus and the Levant. Naval presence remains elevated, and
vessels should maintain prudent separation from military units. A Gaza aid flotilla that departed
Barcelona in mid-April continues its eastbound transit. Operators should maintain awareness of the
flotilla and associated media interest.




Annexes

Transit comparisons

CARGO VESSELS TRANSITS COMPARISON 12 April to 18 April 2026

Date 16-Apr 17-Apr 18-Apr 19-Apr 20-Apr 21-Apr 22-Apr
SoH E 1 3 5 2 6 1 3
SoH W 0 3 3 2 2 1 1
SoH Total 1 6 8 4 8 2 4
BAM NW 6 5 10 15 20 15 13
BAM SE 8 8 8 11 12 10 20
BAM Total 14 13 18 26 32 25 33

TANKERS (ALL TYPES) VESSELS TRANSITS COMPARISON 12 April to 18 April 2026

Date 16-Apr 17-Apr 18-Apr 19-Apr 20-Apr 21-Apr 22-Apr
SoH E 1 2 6 1 5 1 2
SoH W 0 2 5 1 3 1 2
SoH Total 1 4 11 2 8 2 4
BAM NW 1 7 3 10 12 7 4
BAM SE 6 3 3 9 9 8 8
BAM Total 7 10 6 19 21 15 12

Source: S&P and SeaVision. Data based on cargo carrying vessels 1000 GT and above transmitting AIS




UKMTO transits

Strait of Hormuz Transits (Vessel Count) 1 Feb 26 - 22 Apr 26
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UKMTO Incident Maps

ARITIME EVENTS REPORTED TO UKMTO 18 - 23 APR 26 = U KM To
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Confirmed Maritime Security Incidents List since 28 February

Vessel

Event

of Jebel Ali)

Date Vessel Location Summary
Type Type
. Vessel struck by projectile while at
o Mal: 2026 - SKYLIGHT Tanker Attack Strait of anchor causing fire; crew evacuated
UKMTO 004-36 Hormuz I
with injuries reported.
01 Mar 2026 - HERCULES Attack Strait of Vesse.l §truck by projectile while
UKMTO 006- STAR Tanker (serious) Horm transiting outbound; fire reported
36UKMTO 005-26 tou "z onboard.
01 Mar 2026 - OCEAN Bulk Attack Arabian P:zgrc;ﬁe (:ve}tl(l')llel:a\fee;is;;lvf'laossfransitin
UKMTO 006-26 ELECTRA (serious) Gulf p ¥ g
westbound; no damage reported.
01 Mar 2026 - Attack Gulf of Vessel struck by projectile (USV)
MKD VYOM Tanker . while transiting northbound causing
UKMTO 007-36 (serious) Oman .
fire; one fatality reported.
01 Mar 2026 - STENA Tanker Attack Bahrain Vessel struck by two projectiles while
UKMTO 008-26 IMPERATIVE (serious) in drydock causing fire and damage.
03 Mar 2026 - PELAGIA Bulk Near Miss | Sulfof rnpacting watcr mearhys no damage
UKMTO 009-26 Oman pacting ¥s g
reported.
Vessel struck by projectile while at
03 Mar 2026 - Attack Gulf of R
UKMTO 010-26 GOLD OAK Bulk (serious) Oman anchor causing structural damage;
crew safe.
03 Mar 2026 - LIBRA Tanker Attack Gulf of Vessel struck by projectile while
UKMTO 011-26 TRADER anke (serious) Oman anchored; damage reported.
. Explosion was reported near stern
04 Mar 2026 - SAFEEN Container Attack Strait of following approach by small craft;
UKMTO 012-26 PRESTIGE (serious) Hormuz g app y 3
crew abandoned vessel.
04 Mar 2026 - . Near Miss Arabian Projectile detonated approximately 1
UKMTO 013-26 MSC GRACE [ Container (serious) Gulf NM from vessel while drifting.
. Vessel struck by projectiles while
%6](1\:/:',; 3002165_2 6 MUSSAFAH 2 Tug Am!Ck ]S_It rait of supporting operations with SAFEEN
- (serious) ormuz PRESTIGE.
07 Mar 2026 - . Attack Arabian Drilling rig struck by UAV causing
UKMTO 016-26 ARABIA TIT Offshore Rig (serious) Gulf injuries and evacuation of personnel.
. The Master reports witnessing a
10 Mar 2026 - . Arabian . .
UKMTO 017-26 GH KAHLO Bulk Near Miss Gulf splash anq h?armg a loud ban.g in
close proximity of a bulk carrier.
10 Mar 2026 - ONE Container Attack Arabian Vessel struck by projectile at stern
UKMTO 018-26 MAJESTY (serious) Gulf causing possible structural damage.
11 Mar 2026 - STAR Bulk Carrier Attack Arabian f::*) Jzcltll;fdsg;:l(;ea?gzz:lltb;:fl;lsltl?anks
UKMTO 020-26 GWYNETH (serious) Gulf g0 hol¢ and acy
resulting in listing.
Northern Struck by projectile while conductin
11 Mar 2026 - SAFESEA Tanker Attack Arabian STS o erya?imlJS' fire onboard and #
UKMTO 021-26 VISHNU (serious) Gulf (STS P >
casualty reported.
area)
Northern
11 Mar 2026 - Attack Arabian Struck by projectile during STS
UKMTO 021-26 ZEFYROS Tanker (serious) Gulf (STS operations causing significant fire.
area)
Arabian o .
12 Mar 2026 - SOURCE Container Attack Gulf (North Projectile struck accommodation
UKMTO 022-26 BLESSING block causing fire; crew safe.




Vessel was subjected to falling debris

17 Mar 2026 - Name withheld LPG Carrier Suspicious QK/}J?SE: from drone or Missile Interception
UKMTO 023-26 UFN activity minor structural damage, no fire;
coast of UAE
crew safe.
18/03/2026 - Name withheld Chemical F\[f;ss\;l(:;l Hit by unknown projectile and caught
UKMTO 024-26 UFN products Attack UAE, 11NM fire. Crew of 16, 15 rescued and one
tanker crew member unaccounted for.
off the coast
Inner Debris from a drone impacted on
Tug, anchorage at | board, resulting in damage to the
19/03/2026 Name withheld Multipurpose | Suspicious Ras Laffan brid - d No injuries ¢
UKMTO 025-26 UFN Offshore activity ge wincow. N0 Injuries to
vessel Port, approx | personnel and no structural damage
4 NM out. to the vessel have been reported.
é:ﬁ?l::prox Vessel crew heard an explosion and
21/03/2026 Name withheld Bulk carrier Suspicious 12 NIVI from observed a fire for a short period
UKMTO 026-26 UFN activity approx 1300 meters from vessel, crew
the coast of of 24 safe
UAE. :
Transiting
eastbound
gl:gl?iil:l the 2 missiles splash into the water
30/03/2026 EXPRESS Container Suspicious Gulf. 22NM approximately S0 — 100 meters on the
UKMTO 028-26 ROME activity from’ the starboard side of the vessel. No
damage and all crew are safe
coast of
Saudi
Arabia
Stationary,
31NM from Vessel was hit by an unknown
30/03/2026 Al SALMI Crude oil Suspicious | the coast of projectile. There was a fire located in
UKMTO 029-26 Tanker activity UAE, the STBD side cargo tank, fire was
Arabian extinguished. Crew safe.
Gulf.
Stationary Vessel was hit by 2 unknown
31/03/2026 Suspicious | 12NM from projectiles. As a result, a small fire
UKMTO 030-26 AQUAL Tanker activity the coast of started but was extinguished. Crew
Qatar. safe.
UKMTO 031-26 UFN activity ’ .
port, UAE safe.
In transit
westbound The vessel was struck by an unknown
07/04/2026 Name withheld Container Attack Arabian projectile causing damage above the
UKMTO 032-26 UFN Gulf, 25 NM .
waterline. The crew are safe.
off the cost
of Iran.
07/04/2026 Name withheld Bulk Carrier Attack 112nm SE of :::j :cetsisl:i vrveisllitt:lilgc li(nbg f%lrl:enlfl“nl:):v "
UKMTO 036-26 UFN Ras-al-Hadd X ’
crew is safe.
The vessel being approached by 2
18/04/2026 Name withheld Tanker Attack 20NM NE of | IRGC gun boats, no VHF challenge
UKMTO 037-26 UFN Oman that then fired upon the tanker.
Tanker and crew are reported safe.
A report of a vessel being hit by an
18/04/2026 Name withheld Container Attack 25NM NE of | unknown projectile which caused
UKMTO 038-26 UFN Oman damage to some of the containers, no
fires or environment impact reported
18/04/2026 Name withheld Unspecified Suspicious | 3NM E of The Master reported sighting a splash
UKMTO 039-26 UFN P activity Oman in close proximity of the vessel.
Vessel experienced aggressive hailing
20/04/2026 Name withheld Unspecified Suspicious Strait of and threats by IRGC during transit of
UKMTO 040-26 UFN activity Hormuz the Strait of Hormuz. Vessel

proceeded unharmed.




A container vessel was attack by 1
small craft with 3persons onboard.
The bridge was heavily damaged by

15NM from RPG and small arms fire. The Master
22/04/202 N ithhel . .
/04/2026 ame withheld Container Attack the coast of was informed he has permission to
UKMTO 041-26 UFN X N
Oman transit the Strait of Hormuz. AIS was
off. There was no VHF warning prior
to the attack. Crew are reported safe
and well.
The vessel was transiting southbound
22/04/2026 Name withheld . 6NM west of | through the Strait of Hormuz.The
Cont Attack
UKMTO 042-26 UFN ontatner ac Iran vessel was fired at and VHF hailed by
the IRGC to drop anchor.
An outbound cargo ship reported
22/04/2026 Name withheld c Attack 8NM west of | been fired upon and then stopped in
UKMTO 043-26 UFN argo ac| Iran the water. Crew are safe and

accounted for. There is no reported
damage to the vessel.




AIS/GNSS Interference Graphics
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