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OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS IN THE VOLUNTARY REPORTING AREA (VRA) 

CATEGORY No.

Armed Robbery
Nil

Attack 3

Attempted Boarding Nil

Boarding Nil

Hijack Nil

Kidnap Nil

Piracy 4

Suspicious Activity Nil

Other Maritime Crimes Nil

Total Incidents 7



• TYPE OF INCIDENT: PIRACY.

• LOCATION: Horn of Africa, Somalia.

• RELEVANT INFORMATION RELATED WITH THE EVENT:

Several piracy-related incidents continued to be monitored off the coasts of Somalia and

Yemen during the reporting period. Operation ATALANTA continued monitoring the hijacked

merchant vessel M/V SWARD (IMO 9174244), hijacked on 26 April, the tanker M/T

HONOUR 25 (IMO 1099735), hijacked on 21 April, and the tanker EUREKA (IMO 1022823),

hijacked off Qana Port, Yemen, on 2 May. In addition, on 19 July 2026, MSCIO published

ALERT 78/26 regarding the hijacking of another merchant vessel by a Pirate Action Group

(PAG) approximately 65NM southwest of Mukalla, Yemen, north of the Internationally

Recommended Transit Corridor (IRTC). Subsequent reporting confirmed that the PAG

remained onboard as the vessel proceeded towards the Somali coast. The latest

information received places the vessel approximately 30NM south of Durdura, Somalia,

where it has remained since 27 July 2026. Operation ATALANTA continues to monitor all

four incidents, and the vessels are currently assessed to remain under pirate control.

Merchant vessels operating in the area are advised to maintain heightened vigilance,

adhere to BMP-MS guidance, and report suspicious activity to MSCIO and UKMTO.
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PIRACYPIRACY



• TYPE OF INCIDENT: ATTACK.

• LOCATION: SoH/GoA

• RELEVANT INFORMATION RELATED WITH THE EVENT:

On 06 August 2026, MSCIO published ALERT 88/26 regarding a tanker that reported hearing two

explosions approximately 9NM southeast of Kumzar, Oman, while transiting the Strait of Hormuz. The

vessel and crew were subsequently confirmed safe, with no environmental damage reported. The source

and cause of the explosions remained unknown.

On 08 August 2026, MSCIO published ALERT 89/26 regarding a vessel reportedly struck by an unknown

projectile approximately 18NM east of Khasab, Oman. The impact caused a fire, which was later

extinguished. The vessel and crew were reported safe, with no environmental damage.

On 11 August 2026, MSCIO published ALERT 90/26 regarding a Tanzania-flagged cargo vessel reportedly

attacked by drones off Al Mokha, Yemen, in the Southern Red Sea. According to the available

information, seven crew members were injured with varying degrees of injury, while four crew members

remained missing.
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OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS IN THE AS/SoH/GoO

SUMMARY OF INCIDENTS

ALERT 88/26

ALERT 89/26

https://mscio.eu/alerts/117
https://mscio.eu/alerts/118
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ASSESSMENT AND GUIDANCE FOR AS/SoH/GoO

• The maritime security environment in the Arabian Gulf, Strait of Hormuz and Gulf of Oman remains highly volatile. The regional threat level in the Strait
of Hormuz is currently assessed as SEVERE, with deliberate hostile action considered highly likely under current conditions.

• Commercial traffic through the Strait of Hormuz remained at reduced levels, with vessels transiting via both the southern Omani corridor and the
northern Iranian-controlled route. Operator caution persisted following previous attacks, and several companies continued to delay or reschedule
passages.

• The risk of drifting or uncharted mines within and adjacent to the Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS) remains. Mine danger areas remain active, while GNSS
interference and AIS anomalies continue to be consistently reported across the Strait of Hormuz, Gulf of Oman and Arabian Gulf.

• Merchant vessels should:

- Maintain heightened situational awareness throughout all approaches and transits.
- Expect increased VHF hails, surveillance activity and possible UAS overflights.
- Consider the operational implications of AIS transmission in accordance with company procedures and applicable regulations.
- Report suspicious activity or relevant information immediately to MSCIO and UKMTO.
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ASSESSMENT AND GUIDANCE FOR RED SEA/BeM

• The maritime threat level in the Gulf of Aden, Bab el Mandeb and Southern Red Sea is currently assessed as SUBSTANTIAL, following the two confirmed
Houthi attacks against a Saudi-flagged tanker. The incident demonstrated a renewed capability and willingness to target merchant shipping, and further attacks
are assessed as a strong possibility.

• Commercial traffic continues to transit steadily through the Southern Red Sea and Bab el Mandeb.

• Houthi messaging continues to assert that the Bab el Mandeb is closed to Saudi-affiliated vessels, reinforcing hostile intent towards vessels perceived as
linked to Saudi interests. Regional reporting indicates that missile and drone systems remain forward deployed near Bab el Mandeb, maintaining the capability
to disrupt commercial shipping should regional tensions escalate.

• It is advised for merchant vessels to:
- Maintain navigation through international waters for as long as possible. 
- Navigate closer to the African coastline where feasible and operationally appropriate. 
- Maintain close coordination with MSCIO, UKMTO and relevant maritime security reporting centres. 
- Conduct voyage-specific risk assessments and strictly adhere to BMP-MS. 
- Review vessel affiliations, cargo exposure and ownership considerations prior to transit. 
- Maintain enhanced vigilance and report suspicious activity immediately to MSCIO and UKMTO.
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MARITIME SECURITY EVENTS RELATED TO PIRACY 

(STATUS AND DETAILED DESCRIPTION FROM JAN 2026)
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PIRACY STATISTICS
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PIRACY RELATED EVENTS FROM 6TH DEC 2008 UP TO NOW (542)
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PIRACY SITUATION (JAN 2025 – JUL 2026)



PIRACY THREAT ASSESSMENT
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REGISTRATION AND REPORTING.

CSO's and Masters are encouraged to register their vessels upon entering the UKMTO Voluntary Reporting Area with both:

- MSCIO (https://mscio.eu/reporting/vessel-registration/)

- UKMTO (https://www.ukmto.org/reporting-formats/initial-report)

And to report all incidents to UKMTO and MSCIO.

When safe to do so, vessels should document incidents and suspicious activity through logs, photographs, video, and radar footage. CSOs should gather

information on Pattern of Life and Maritime Situational Awareness for their planned routes and ports of call to support risk assessments. These procedures

enable effective monitoring and resource allocation by CMF and EUNAVFOR ATALANTA.

Contact Information (MSCIO):

Tel: 0033 (0) 298 220 220 // 0033 (0) 298 220 170

Website: www.mscio.eu

Email: postmaster@mscio.eu
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REGISTRATION AND REPORTING

https://mscio.eu/reporting/vessel-registration/
https://www.ukmto.org/reporting-formats/initial-report
http://www.mscio.eu/
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