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JMIC Monthly Assessment Feb 2026

JMIC Overview

On 28 Feb 2026, outbreak of renewed hostilities in the Middle East region marked a potential inflection point. This development is likely to increase volatility across key
maritime chokepoints, with heightened risk of spillover into the maritime domain, including asymmetric attacks, targeting of affiliated shipping, and increased electromagnetic
interference. Accordingly, the maritime threat level, including the electromagnetic interference, have escalated from MODERATE to . The situation remains
dynamic and could deteriorate with limited warning.

The pause in Houthi attacks is holding. Regional hostilities will make close observation critical, should the Houthis enter the greater conflict. The overall maritime threat level
is assessed MODERATE for merchant vessels transiting the RS, BAM, and GoA.

Highlights
Arabian Gulf (AG) / Strait of Hormuz (SoH) / Gulf of Oman (GoO): Maritime Threat
* The threat remains to merchant traffic.

» Electromagnetic Interference was in the beginning of the month of Dec 2025 and stayed at that level in Jan 2026.

Red Sea (RS) / Bab al-Mandeb (BaM) / Gulf of Aden (GoA): Maritime Threat

* With the Houthi announcement of the resumption of maritime attacks should Iran be targeted we have increased the threat to for Israeli and non-Israeli
affiliated vessel.
» Electromagnetic interference remained throughout the month Feb 2026, more especially in the vicinity of the Port of Sudan, Yanbu, and Jeddah.

Piracy: Maritime Threat
» Unfavorable for small boat operations with current weather conditions.




Executive Summary
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Monthly Statistics (from Jan 25 to Feb 26)

BaM/SUEZ/CoGH/SoH
Month on Month, from January 2025
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Heatmap of Incidents in CMF AOR
Since 19 Nov 2023

Total number of Incidents: 127




Overview of Incidents and Suspicious Activities in CMF AOR
Since 01 Jan 2025
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Observations and Assessments (2025)
In 2025, we have observed a total of 16 incidents.

Observations and Assessments (2026)
We have observed 1 incident during 17 Feb 2026.

Legend
Attack (Serious Incident)
Bl Attack (Minor Incident)
BN Attempted Attack/Targeted
Il Hijack
Bl Suspicious Activities
SOLAS-related Event




JMIC Month by Month Comparison of Incidents

Last 6 months

Sep 2025 (4 Incidet) ) Oct 2025 (1 Incident) ) Nov 2025 (1 Incident)

EM Interference

EM Interference EM Interference

Northernmost Ideritified Incident **

Northernmost Ideritified Incident ™™

Northernmost Identified Incident ™

EM Interfe‘rence

EM Interference EM Interference

®
Jan 2026 (0 Incident)

Dec 2025 (1 Incident) Felo 20200 (L Inelieleniy

EM Interference EM Interference EM Interference

Northernmost Ideitified Incident *™

Northernmost Ideitified Incident

Northernmost Ideiitified Incident ™

EM Interference EM Interference EM Interference

Observations and Assessments
November 2025 had 2 incident with one related to piracy and one state related activity. Piracy threat in the GoA, Somali Coast and Indian Ocean remains
. JMIC assesses the overall threat to merchant vessels transiting the AG, SoH and GoO is for vessel engaged in legitimate trade.




Trending of Houthi-related Maritime Incidents
19 Nov 2023 — 28 Feb 2026 (Last reported incident)

19 Month-on-Month Comparison of All Reported Houthi Activity Towards Merchant Vessels (since 19 Nov 2023)
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Observations and Assessments
During last month, no Houthi attacks reported on merchant vessels.
Month-on-Month average displayed as red dotted line. This will be updated to reflect values for the current reporting period.
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Complete List of Merchant Vessels Incidents in the Red Sea, GoA and

Incident Type (IT):
Attack (Serious Incident
Attack (Minor Incident)

Attempted Attack/Targeted

Hijack
Suspicious Activities
SOLAS-related event

Vessel Type (VT):

No Direct Association

X = Not Applicable

Note 1. As per the request of the owners,
some vessel names and details on
attacks may not be disclosed

Note 2. ‘SI" means Special Information

Note (outside the original JMIC Area of
responsibility) at the time of publishing
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Complete List of Merchant Vessels Incidents in the Arabian Gulf and

Gulf of Oman
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Incident Type (IT):
Attack (Serious Incident
Attack (Minor Incident)

Attempted Attack/Targeted

Hijack
Suspicious Activities
SOLAS-related event

Vessel Type (VT):

No Direct Association

X = Not Applicable

Note 1. As per the request of the owners,
some vessel names and details on
attacks may not be disclosed

Note 2. ‘SI' means Special Information
Note (outside the original JMIC Area of
responsibility) at the time of publishing
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Definitions — Incident types
Explanatory Notes

The result of a deliberate launching of weapons (i.e missiles, drones), and/or ramming into a vessel that results in serious damage to the vessel. The attack
Attack (Serious Incident) is deemed serious if any resulting damage impacts the vessel’s ability to continue functioning, which requires immediate assistance. It includes a vessel
deemed a total loss, and significant threat to lives.

The result of a deliberate launching of weapons (i.e missiles, drones), and/or ramming into a vessel that results in minor damage to the vessel.
Attack (Minor Incident) The attack is deemed minor if any resulting damage does not impact the vessel's ability to continue functioning and/or does not require immediate
assistance.

This refers to the act of targeting a vessel with the use of force that results in a miss and no damage to the vessel.
Attempted Attack/Targeted * Any use of force including but not limited to launching of weapons (i.e. missiles, drones), and/or ramming into the vessel.
* No damage may include but not limited to missile ditching, and/or coalition warships shooting down missiles and/or drones.

Hijack Is where attackers have illegally boarded and taken control of a ship against the crew’s will.

Suspicious Activities This refers to any act of activity near the vessel that is enough to warrant suspicion. To include aerial, surface, and subsurface activities.

A SOLAS event in this terms refers to a major safety related event (Including but not limited to: Fire/Flooding/Capsizing) which is not due to

SOLAS-related Event an attack. This is reported by JMIC solely to avoid speculations about if this was a harmful activity towards a merchant vessel or not.




Additional Resources

Additional Resources on Incident:
UKMTO Reporting Visit: https://www.ukmto.org
Email: watchkeepers@ukmto.org
Emergency Tel: +44 (0)2392 222060

Additional Resources on Industry Guidance:
BMP - MARITIME SECURITY
BMP-MS 2025

Industry Transit Advice for Southern Red Sea and Gulf of Aden from 25™ of September 2024
Industry Transit Advice - 25th September 2024

MSCIO
MSCIO Website
EU NAVFOR Support Request

JMIC

Info Notes, Advisories, Weekly Summary, Monthly Statistics, and Bridge Emergency Reference Cards:

JMIC Products (ukmto.org)
Please also visit our LinkedIn page https://www.linkedin.com/company/jmic/

JMIC Advisory on CMF Maritime Threat Levels
JMIC Advisory Note on Determining Associations and Affiliations
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